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four leaders have shown a strong commit-
ment to get something done on behalf of the
American people.

I also want to appreciate—the members
of the House Select Committee on Home-
land Security are here, Chairman Armey and
Vice Chairman Pelosi and other members.
Both Republicans and Democrats are
charged with reconciling the work of numer-
ous House committees who acted this past
week. They face a significant challenge, but
I’m confident they’ll meet the challenge, be-
cause they, too, want to do what’s right.

I also welcome Members of the House and
Senate who have been long interested in
changing the way our Government protects
our homeland—Senator Lieberman and
Thompson and Collins, Congresswomen
Harman and Tauscher, and Congressmen
Thornberry, Gibbons, Chambliss, Portman,
and Shays. These are members who had an
interest in reform prior to September the
11th. They’ve been working on this issue for
a long time, and I appreciate their input and
their willingness to stay involved in the proc-
ess.

I want to thank them for their past efforts.
The American people need to know these
Members of Congress are working hard and
working long hours. And during the next cou-
ple of weeks, they’ll be working hard to get
something on the floor of their respective
bodies. And that’s good, and that’s good for
the American people.

There are a lot of tough decisions that will
be made as we develop and discuss and de-
bate how to move forward. But I’m confident
that Members of both parties and Members
of both Chambers know that the security of
our Nation is the goal. That’s the most impor-
tant thing that they’ll be focused on, is how
best to secure the United States.

We also understand that the current struc-
ture of our Government is a patchwork, to
put it best, of overlapping responsibilities,
and it really does hinder our ability to protect
the homeland. And so we’re working with
both parties in both Chambers to effect a
strategy that will make it more likely that not
only this administration and this Congress
can deal with the true threats of the 21st cen-
tury but, as importantly, future administra-
tions and future Congresses will be able to

deal with the threats that will continue to
be directed at a nation which loves freedom.

I—right after the September the 11th at-
tacks, I established the Office of Homeland
Security in the White House and gave it a
critical mission, to produce a national strat-
egy for homeland security. And today I’m
sending to Congress our new National Strat-
egy for Homeland Security. This comprehen-
sive plan lays out clear lines of authority and
clear responsibilities, responsibilities for
Federal employees and for Governors and
mayors and community and business leaders
and the American citizens. With a better pic-
ture of those responsibilities, all of us can
direct money and manpower to meet them.

In the war on terror, the American people
are showing tremendous strength and great
resolve. Our unity is a great weapon in this
fight. And by acting together to create a new
and single Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, we’ll be sending the world a signal that
the Congress and the administration will
work together to protect the American peo-
ple and to win this war on terror.

Again, I want to thank the Members for
their hard work. I appreciate the long hours
that they’re putting in. I appreciate their love
for America and their patriotism during this
trying time for our country.

May God bless the American people, and
may God continue to bless America.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Letter on the ‘‘National Strategy for
Homeland Security’’
July 16, 2002

My fellow Americans:
Since September 11, 2001, our Nation has

taken great strides to improve homeland se-
curity. Citizens, industry, and government
leaders from across the political spectrum
have cooperated to a degree rarely seen in
American history. Congress has passed im-
portant laws that have strengthened the abil-
ity of our law enforcement agencies to inves-
tigate and prosecute terrorists and those who
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support them. We have formed a global coa-
lition that has defeated terrorists and their
supporters in Afghanistan and other parts of
the world. More than 60,000 American
troops are deployed around the world in the
war on terrorism. We have strengthened our
aviation security and tightened our borders.
We have stockpiled medicines to defend
against bioterrorism and improved our ability
to combat weapons of mass destruction. We
have improved information sharing among
our intelligence agencies, and we have taken
important steps to protect our critical infra-
structure.

We are today a Nation at risk to a new
and changing threat. The terrorist threat to
America takes many forms, has many places
to hide, and is often invisible. Yet the need
for homeland security is not tied solely to
today’s terrorist threat. The need for home-
land security is tied to our enduring vulner-
ability. Terrorists wish to attack us and ex-
ploit our vulnerabilities because of the free-
doms we hold dear.

The U.S. government has no more impor-
tant mission than protecting the homeland
from future terrorist attacks. Yet the country
has never had a comprehensive and shared
vision of how best to achieve this goal. On
October 8, I established the Office of Home-
land Security within the White House and,
as its first responsibility, directed it to
produce the first National Strategy for
Homeland Security.

The National Strategy for Homeland Secu-
rity is the product of more than eight months
of intense consultation across the United
States. My Administration has talked to lit-
erally thousands of people—governors and
mayors, state legislators and Members of
Congress, concerned citizens and foreign
leaders, professors and soldiers, firefighters
and police officers, doctors and scientists, air-
line pilots and farmers, business leaders and
civic activists, journalists and veterans, and
the victims and their families. We have lis-
tened carefully. This is a national strategy,
not a federal strategy.

We must rally our entire society to over-
come a new and very complex challenge.
Homeland security is a shared responsibility.
In addition to a national strategy, we need

compatible, mutually supporting state, local,
and private-sector strategies. Individual vol-
unteers must channel their energy and com-
mitment in support of the national and local
strategies. My intent in publishing the Na-
tional Strategy for Homeland Security is to
help Americans achieve a shared cooperation
in the area of homeland security for years
to come. The Strategy seeks to do so by an-
swering four basic questions:

• What is ‘‘homeland security’’ and what
missions does it entail?

• What do we seek to accomplish, and
what are the most important goals of
homeland security?

• What is the federal executive branch
doing now to accomplish these goals
and what should it do in the future?

• What should non-federal governments,
the private sector, and citizens do to
help secure the homeland?

The National Strategy for Homeland Secu-
rity is a beginning. It calls for bold and nec-
essary steps. It creates a comprehensive plan
for using America’s talents and resources to
enhance our protection and reduce our vul-
nerability to terrorist attacks. We have pro-
duced a comprehensive national strategy that
is based on the principles of cooperation and
partnership. As a result of this Strategy, fire-
fighters will be better equipped to fight fires,
police officers better armed to fight crime,
businesses better able to protect their data
and information systems, and scientists bet-
ter able to fight Mother Nature’s deadliest
diseases. We will not achieve these goals
overnight . . . but we will achieve them.

Our enemy is smart and resolute. We are
smarter and more resolute. We will prevail
against all who believe they can stand in the
way of America’s commitment to freedom,
liberty, and our way of life.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 16, 2002

NOTE: The letter was published in the ‘‘National
Strategy for Homeland Security.’’
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
July 16, 2002

Dear lllll :
Pursuant to section 306(c)(2) of the Cuban

Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–
114) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine and re-
port to the Congress that suspension for 6
months beyond August 1, 2002, of the right
to bring an action under title III of the Act
is necessary to the national interests of the
United States and will expedite a transition
to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph R.
Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, and Ted Stevens,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony
for President Aleksander
Kwasniewski of Poland
July 17, 2002

Mr. President, Madam First Lady, mem-
bers of the Polish delegation, distinguished
guests, on behalf of the American people, it
is my great honor to welcome you to the
United States.

This is the—only the second state visit of
my administration, and it symbolizes the high
importance America places on our friendship
with Poland. This friendship is rooted in our
common history and sustained by our com-
mon values.

This generation of Poles has written a story
of courage and determination that has in-
spired America and has inspired the world.
Out of a past filled with pain and oppression,
Poland is constructing a future defined by
greater freedom, good relations with its

neighbors, and increasing influence through-
out Europe.

And today, Mr. President, we meet as
leaders of two strong, mature democracies,
ready to shape a new era of freedom and
security. Together, Poland and America are
standing and fighting side by side in the war
against global terrorism. From military forces
to law enforcement, terrorist financing and
intelligence, Poland’s support and solidarity
in this great struggle has been unqualified,
and America is deeply grateful.

Our nations are determined to lead the
way in NATO’s efforts to develop new capa-
bilities to meet new threats. We’re united in
our determination that our children will in-
herit a world defined not by fear and chaos
but by tolerance and freedom.

Together, Poland and America are build-
ing that freedom on the continent of Europe.
Today, a new Europe is within our grasp,
one that is whole and free and at peace for
the first time in its history.

In November, the President and I will join
other NATO leaders in Prague to decide on
inviting new members into the Alliance. On
this issue, Poland and America stand united.
We believe in NATO membership for all Eu-
ropean democracies ready to share in
NATO’s responsibilities. Our aim is for free-
dom and security to span the European con-
tinent from the Atlantic and the Mediterra-
nean to the Baltic Sea and the Black Sea.

Together, Poland and America are also
building our common prosperity. The trade
and investment that flows between our coun-
tries creates jobs and lifts lives on both con-
tinents. We’re determined to bring the bene-
fits of trade and markets to all our citizens.

Today, Poland and America are forging a
new strategic relationship, but the friendship
between our people is very old. Nine million
Americans claim Polish descent. Over two
centuries ago, when Americans were fighting
for our independence, Poles fought alongside
us. In the century just passed, as Poles re-
claimed their independence, America stood
by Poland.

And today, Poland and America stand and
fight together for our common freedom and
for bringing the hope of freedom to all who
seek it in the world.
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